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It is the Blazer’s responsibility to strive for the highest
standards of accuracy, completeness, and careful research in its
presentation of material. It is our goal to inform, persuade, and
entertain our readers, and to provide a forum for the exchange
of ideas. We will prowde balanced and fair reporting of topics
of interests to our readers. Libel, invasion of privacy, and
disruption of the educational process will be avoided. It is our
policy to address all persons or groups fairly.

The Blazer is a recipient of the 1995 and 1996 Michigan
Interscholastic Press Association Spartan Awards. The Blazer
has also been awarded the 1992, 1993, 1995, and 1996 Quill

and Scroll International First Place. The Blazer is affiliated with
MIPA and Quill and Scroll Society.
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| Senior Kim Mark

|| waits fo be

'8 interviewed at this

Correction:s

After the last issue went to print, the date of the senior’s last day
was changed to May 28. Joe Daily’s name was misspelled.

Write us at; FHS - Blazer Staff 5039 Deland Rd. Flushing, MI 48433
phone: (810)-659-0630 fax: (810) 659-0693
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On Feb. 17, the Mott Post ran an editorial about financial aid.
The editorial was written by Bryon Quertermous, the newspaper’s
Editor-in-Chief. In it, he identified himself as a white, middle-class
male and wrote about his difficulty receiving financial aid because he is
not a member of a minority group. He then started in on the job
market, saying that “all the jobs will be filled by blacks, women,
criminals and poor people, leaving middle-class white males in the
minority.”

The biggest problem with this is that Quertermous was writing
the editorial, not a column. By definition, a staff editorial is the opin-
ion of the entire staff, not just the Editor-in-Chief. And while the
editorial is written by the Editor-in-Chief at most newspapers, this
person does not get their name on the article. The author shouldn’t be
“identified” as a white, middle-class male unless the entire staff is
white, middle-class, and male.

The Post editorial, which was based on Quertermous’ own ex-
periences as opposed to any research, elicited a flood of student reac-
tion. Erika Molloseau (FHS *96), who is the former news editor of the
Blazer and a current writer for the Post, feels that the article has been
blown out of proportion.

“He read it out loud to the staff, and there was a lot of conver-
sation about it. But I think that’s what he wanted- conversation from
people about something we printed. He wanted people to look at the
financial aid situation and see how screwed up it is, but everyone
turned it into a race issue.”

Mott students have held one rally already, but Molloseau feels
it was misdirected. “The first rally was more of a Bryon-roast than
anything else. If they were going to attack something, they should
have attacked the financial aid situation, or the article, but it was a
personal attack on Bryon. They had about 500 signatures on this
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With press freedom comes responsibility

petition, and they wanted him to resign right then and there.” The
protesters did not talk to the Post staff, to Bryon, or to the adviser.

As an African-American on the Post staff, Molloseau gets a lot
of questions regarding her feelings toward the article. “A lot of people
think I'm a sellout. They think that because I'm African-American, 1
should have ‘stopped him.” But what can I do? I'm just a writer. And
while I don’t agree with what he wrote, as a journalist, [ do think he
had aright to print it if thats his opinion.” She doesn’t think he should
print a retraction, “but he should have done some research before he
wrote it. Everyone receiving financial aid has their own situation, and
I think what some people are losing sight of is the fact that financial aid
is an extra boost. It’s not a punishment if you don’t receive it.”

The key to this is that he should have done the research. As
Jjournalists, we have this enormous tool at our disposal, and we need to
be careful with it. We can’t just run around shooting our mouths off
every time we get ticked off about something. “Freedom of the press”
doesn’t mean “we can say whatever we darn well please.” Imagine if
the Blazer started printing things like “hey! If you’re a moron with no
academic skills whatsoever who is looking to improve your GPA, then
you can take sock knitting! Sock knitting class is for idiots; you should
do well.” While sock knitting isn't a course at most schools, we still
couldn't print that opinion. It's not true, for one thing. Before we can
print our opinions, we have to make sure that they are based on facts,
not whims or prejudices or grudges.

An editorial is written because the staff thinks there’s some-
thing important for readers to think about. It’s written to suggest a
course of action, to praise something if we ever manage to find some-
thing praiseworthy, or it’s written to provoke readers into considering
an important issue. But even provocation needs to be based on infor-
mation, not hot air.
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ecently the staff at Flushing High School has gone sus-
R.pension crazy. The faculty are suspending students left
and right for ridiculous reasons and throwing a fit about every-
thing else. About two weeks ago one of us went home at lunch
(God forbid without a pass) and what was the punishment re-
ceived? One day of Out-of-School suspension the following
Monday. If you give someone enough days of Out-of-School,
they’re going to stop coming back. Real effective. Don’t you
think that keeping kids in school longer would be a more appro-
priate punishment? (By the way, thanks for the three-day week-
end!)
The next issue is the parking lot. Someone (who shall
remain nameless) received a one-day suspension for parking in
the teacher’s parking lot, then later received four more days for

Mr. Bickel was given the opportunity to read and respond to
their letter. He remarked that he would support keeping skippers in
school if he had a cell to keep them in.

He said that he hands out punishments according to the
guidelines in the student handbook, explaining that "students need to
know what to expect. If we just randomly handed out punishments,
their fate could depend on Mr. Whitmire's mood, and that wouldn 't
be fair. " The punishment set in the student handbook for drug
possession withoul inlent to sell is five days out-of-school
b'HSp(’H.S‘f()H ;

Make the punishment fit the crime

making an obscene gesture at a hall monitor, Come on, now. This
suspension thing is getting out of hand. We’re not saying that
these actions don’t deserve punishment, but let’s be realistic
about it, shall we?

We think that if the teachers can park in our parking lot
(which they do!), we should be able to park in theirs. Maybe our
parking lot is closer to their classroom, but what if their parking
lot is closer to our first hour? What’s the difference?

The last issue we have to discuss is about the kids getting
busted for various illegal drugs in school. Now, please don’t get
us wrong - we are glad that they got to come back to school.
That one incident should not wreck the rest of their high school
years (or months). But come on, the same punishment is issued
for bringing drugs to school as giving a hall monitor the finger?

We think not.

-Micierte NorTon & J aime Foneer
seniors

He also explained why the student was suspended for five days
Jor parking in the teacher's lot and making obscene gestures at the
hall monitor. He had dealt with this student before, for “doing
something stupid that he knew he wasn't supposed to do but did
anyway. " The student received two days of suspension and a
warning that the next time, it would be three days. The student did not
heed the warning and was issued a three-day suspension. The
parking lot / gesture incident was the third incident, and therefore
warranted a four-day suspension.

Mr. Bickel is also aware that the North parking lot is in bad
shape, and he is currently making calls and trying to get it repaired.

-ED.

By MikeRosson

-RonBaitey

At last Dr. McFadden could get his revenge on Santa Claus by throwing his patented Extra Stinky Cheese
at Jolly Old St. Nick. Needless fo say, Dr. McFadden never got anather Christmas present for the rest of his

naughty life.
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Editorial cartoons are the opinions of the cartoonist.

Our Humble Opinfenreflects the view of the Blazer staff. The Editorial Board chooses and discusses the topic to be covered in the staff editorial. Standing
columns are the opinions of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Editorial Board or the faculty and administration of Flushing High School.

The Alazeris an open forum and encourages suggestions, comments and letters. If you have something reasonably constructive to say, write it down and drop it offin
room 121; there is a significant chance that it will be published in the Bulfetin Board, Unsigned letters will not be printed, although names may be withheld with reason.
The Editorial Board reserves the right to change letters for grammatical and spelling errors and for length. No personal attacks or insults will be printed.
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Extracurricular eligibility

8Y Laurie Srewarr

About 30 extracurricular activities, in addition to sports,
keep FHS students occupied. 85% of the people ranked in the
top 10 of their respective classes are involved in extracurricular
activities. Half of these people are in sports. This indicates that
scholarship and extracuiricular activities go hand in hand.

On March 7, 106 surveys were given to every fifth person
on the honor roll. 32 of these surveys were returned, and every-
one that returned a survey claimed involvement in some sort of
extracurricular activity. Names on the honor roll were color coded
according to which activity the students were involved in. Al-
though all four classes had over 50% extracurricular participa-
tion, the junior class was most involved with over 74% of the
honor roll participating in extracurriculars.

Any extracurricular activity that takes up a substantial
amount of time has the potential to interfere with students’ grades.
Eligibility has been used as a method for keeping athletes’ grades
up for years. Everyone should be expected to pass all of their
classes, no matter what. If students pay attention in classes and
do all of their work, passing isn’t that hard to do. A member of
the marching band or someone involved in a play is just as busy
as an athlete.

I propose a change in eligibility that members of any time-
consuming activity should be passing all their classes. Their
grades should be checked weekly like they are now for athletes.
Anyone failing a class should get “benched” from their activity.

In addition to the eligibility requirements, coaches and di-
rectors need to support homework and studying. During exam
time, this is particularly important. Many coaches and directors
say that they encourage studying, but when it comes down to it,
they would really like their activity to come first. Maybe practice
time should be lightened during the week of exams. School work
should come in first.

Half of the people surveyed agreed that there should be a
requirement for all activities. Junior Ali Buell said “the impor-
tance of school is to learn. Extracurricular activities are for fun
and if they take away from your learning and grades, than there
should be an eligibility requirement.”

According to freshman Alaina Sarver, “it depends on what
the activity it is. I think the more demanding activities should
have eligibility requirements because if you are not doing well
in school, [extracurricular activities] won’t help much. School is
more important.”

Other people believe that there are other reasons that
eligibility in all activities would be helpful. Sophomore Alex
Faxlanger says that eligibility requirements need to exist be-
cause they “encourage you to get help in those subjects that
you are having trouble in before the problem becomes too big.”

On the flip side, others argue that changing the eligibility
requirement would be a bad thing, saying that some people
have trouble passing classes, even if they work as hard as they
can. If this is the case, the students having trouble should take
advantage of the tutoring programs that go on in the school.
NHS offers free tutoring to anyone who may need it. The class
curriculum is not designed to make people fail, it is to help
people learn. Unless a student takes a class like Calculus or
Physics that he is not prepared for, there is no reason why he
shouldn’t pass.

Others may argue that it is up to the parent to decide
whether or not their children may participate if they are not
doing well in school. There are many cases where the parents
may not be aware of their students’ ineligibility. If a parent has
a problem with the eligibility requirement, perhaps they should
have to sign a progress report giving their student permission
to participate. This might appeal to sophomore Noelle Silas
who says “I think it is the parents’ job to decide.”

Another way to look at the issue is through senior Kim
Wolfgang’s perspective. “If a person wants to be active in
school, but they don’t have the G.P.A. they just won’t try and
school spirit will go down.”

These things may be true, but first and foremost, school
is a place for learning. Activities certainly are fun and they make
the school a better place. However, without eligibility require-
ments, it is possible for education to come in second. This is
definitely not what we want to happen.

" Organization running rampant at FHS

Do you carry a day planner?

100

Illustration by &
AxorewHewms.

The One Minute Survey was conducted during A, B and C lunches on Wednesday, March 12. The
results of the survey show that 63% of people consider themselves organized. 63.8% carry a day
planner; 67% of those who do were male. Both males and females say that they do not keep their
room tidy. The majority of females (62.5%) say that they always turn their assignments in on time,
;"- while most males (47.6%) only turn their homework in sometimes.

BY Steptanie Wison



If you could pick any
name for yourself,what
woulditbe?

HELLO p
EEIIBLW

my name is

| -JessicaBowrcrarp

i e by Vol VL. Witk el
L freshman

Adae Ay e vy TN

Yac ot s,

-BJSmrimpLe
sophomore

HELLO

my name is

my name is

-JoeFranasco
sophomore

\Dﬂbgn&u tj} -

(Dave B kel e

| -BuanGoopwir
| sentor

HELLO

my name is

HELLOHW¢MQQuLJ;

__my name is

Upinion-«\'
April

- =
-JesrDuncan - o ;
senior () 4

Survey and photographs ] _
by AuBuews & KenoraKine. ) (i G R | F)|L17CI‘




ing eff 1
The tail wagging professional

By Lisa Forenakes
Blue, the drug dog works with Sgt. A.J. empty school building for example, and
Navidonski of the F.A.N.G., the drug unit of tested. The master trainer will hide real
the Genesee County Sheriff’s Department.  drugs in the building and the dog is ex-
Navidonski, said that the drug dogs are pected to find them. The dog must be re-

trained ata young age to smell marijuana, crack certified every two years to insure that he
cocaine, powder cocaine, white and brown maintains a high level of proficiency,
heroin and methamphetamines. This is done Navidonski said.

by putting the drug inside a piece of PVC pipe Blue was trained to be an aggres-
and using the pipe when playing with the sive alert dog, which means that when he
dog. The dog thinks it’s a game, and learns to smells drugs he will scratch, bite, or some-
enjoy the scent of the drug and relate it to times cry at whatever the drugs are in,
game playing. The scents are administered whether it be a locker or car or house. It’s
three at a time, and can be given in any com- because of this, and a U.S. Supreme Court
bination - for example the dog is first taught ruling, that Blue is not allowed to search
to sniff a combination of marijuana, crack and people.

methamphetamines. Once the dog learns the “He could hurt someone pretty
scents by just playing with the pipe, the game badly if he was allowed to sniff them and
is made harder, and the trainer will hide the they had drugs on themselves,” said
pipe in a field of tall grass, so that the dog has Navidonski.

to work harder to find it. Over the next three When Blue does searches at a
months or so, the dog is trained to be able to school, Navidonski takes him around the
detect the scents separately, until he has building and lets him sniff the lockers.
learned them all. When a dog has completed When he makes an identification,
training, he must get certified, so that he can Navidonski will walk him past the spot two
work for the police. more times to identify the exact spot, and

“What people don’t realize is that
since the lockers aren’t airtight, if some-
one has ridden to school with someone
who has smoked a joint, for example,
even if the one person didn’t smoke, the
scent is still on them - their clothes and
their body, and the dog can smell it. We
make [Blue] identify the same spot three
times to make sure it’s accurate,”
Navidonski said.

It is also legal for Blue to sniff
around cars.

“The air space around cars is
everyone’s to breathe, and if he makes
an alert outside of it, [the police] then
have probable cause to search the car
for drugs,” Navidonski said. Blue’s nose
is so sensitive that he has sniffed out
two marijuana seeds inside of a car.

Blue has done 1,800 searches in
his 3 1/2 year career. When he’s not sniff-
ing out drugs, he lives with Navidonski
and his family.

Blazer

Blue was certified at the North Ameri-

can Police Work Dog Association. It is here smelled someone’s lunch.
that the dog and his trainer are taken to an

Procedures keep the search legal

By Lisa Forenakes

The school was made a little safer
on Feb 24, when the Flushing Township
Police Department along with Blue,
roamed the halls in search of drugs.

The dog identified three lockers
that smelled of drugs, and two students
were found to be in possession of mari-
juana and cocaine. They received five
days of out-of-school suspension and a
night in the Genesee County Jail.

To do a drug search, the school
must first have reasonable suspicion to
believe that drugs are present in the
school, said Assistant Principal Gary
Whitmire. The drug survey taken by stu-
dents earlier in the school year given by
Western Michigan University showed
that a large percentage of students said
there were drugs at FHS, and therefore
the search was done.

Legally, if the school has any sus-
picion of contraband in the lockers, they
can do a search of the lockers. The lock-
ers do not belong to the students, they
belong to the school. As a precaution-

ary measure, 67th District Court Judge

Arthalu Lancaster was present to issue
search warrants for the lockers. Chief
Doug Kennedy, Investigative Sergeant
Dan Ganson, Sergeant Navidonski, Blue,
Principals and class officers were also
present during the search. Class officers
were present so that they could answer
any questions that students may have
had about how the search was done.

When a student is found to be in
posession of an illegal substance, the
school’s procedure is to suspend them
for five days out-of-school and refer them
to drug counseling. Before they are al-
lowed to return to school, the student is
required to meet with a drug counselor, or
take a drug test to determine whether or
not they have a drug problem, and to pos-
sibly to get treatment. The principals are
not required to be notified of the results
of the meeting, but the student must show
proof that they met with a counselor, said
Mr. Whitmire.

The parking lot was not searched.
Mr. Whitmire said to expect a search there
in the near future.

make sure that he didn’t stop because he

Preparing for the
future

By MickeLLe Zvoner

Drug dogs aren’t sniffing the lock-
ers at Springview Elementary; because of
their D.A.R.E. class, sixth graders got the
inside scoop about drugs and high school
from senior D.A.R.E. role models.

Springview kids learned a lot that
day about what to expect at the high
school. Bridget McClain, a senior role
model, said, “A lot of the kids thought
that the high school would be like 90210,
but there’s really no big kids in trench
coats offering you every kind of drug you
can think of.”

Role models gave the kids tips on
how and why to stay away from drugs
and that it absolutely does not make you
cool.

“Some kids might take some drugs
because they think other kids will like
them, but that’s not true,” said Jennie
Dearing, a sixth grader.

Other sixth graders from Mrs.
Dudley’s class asked the D.A.R.E. role
models questions ranging from “Do you
take steroids,” to *“ Can bigger kids stuff
the littler kids in lockers at the high
school?” Role models strongly assured
them that no one will do this.



School, businesses make
Mock Interviews a success

By AnorewR yan

Recently 126 Flushing High School students took part in the 3rd
annual Mock Interviews. The interviews are set up to help students
gain insight as to how to react in an interview situation. Students had
different reactions to the interviews. Some were nervous but most
seemed to be relaxed enough to do their best.

Junior Dan Dean said, “It helped me develop better interviewing
skills and furthered my knowledge of what employers like to see in an
individual.”

Mrs. Karen Chrysler, B.E.S.T. teacher, said the classes did vari-
ous things throughout the school year to prepare students for the
interviews.

“We spent a lot of time on writing resumes, letters of application
and follow-up letters, as well as talking about what to wear, what kinds
of questions to ask and how to answer questions,” she said.

The Moms Who Care helped in the Mock Interviews by taking
students to their interviews and making them less nervous. They also
provided refreshments for the employers.

Employers had nothing but positive things to say about the
Mock Interviews. John Brissaud, who is a former Flushing High School
principal, said it “helps him to see how students handle themselves
under pressure” and that he will most definitely help with future inter-
views.

Mark Heaton, Vice-President and Director of Admissions at Baker
College, said that the interviewers are not there to embarrass the stu-
dents or make them nervous.

“They just want you to relax and be yourself,” he said.

Heaton believes that students should be given clues to help
them out in future interviews.

Mrs. Roberts, who coordinates the interviews every year said
that the 1997 turnout was the largest ever, and that the business de-
partment plans to continue the interviews.

Junior Christina Battstone is interviewed by Mary Holloway at
the 3rd annual Mock Interviews. Photo by Dave Campbell.

Co-op hosting annual

appreciation breakfast

By Mar Traver

The annual co-op appreciation breakfast will be held
at the Flushing Valley Country Club on Wed. April 30.
The breakfast is being held to give co-op students the
opportunity to show their appreciation to their employ-
ers.
100 students will attend the breakfast, along with
100 employers from 70 local businesses in the co-op pro-
gram.
The co-op program and breakfast have been going
on for 29 years.

Students balance jobs,
school and friends

By NareRoinson

The survey says...

It’s 2:35 P.M.. on a Friday after-
noon. School’s just getting out and
your friends have big plans for the week-
end. You really want to hang out with
your crew, but you can’t, because you
have to work.

Know the feeling? You are not
alone.

Recently a survey was conducted
on students with after-school jobs. Out
of 165 students, 89 of them have after
school jobs. 57% of the students said
they work between 15-25 hours a week.
77% of those with jobs say that having
ajob interferes with time spent with their
friends and getting a good nights sleep.

“Between school and work, I
don’t have as much time as I’d like for
other stuff,” said senior Dustan
Dinshaw. Dinshaw works 25 hours a
week.

On the other hand, junior Billy
Cleland says that school and work
cause him no problems with his school
work or social life.

Out of the 165 people surveyed,
135 were juniors and seniors, proving
that the older you get, the more respon-
sibilities you have to take on and the
harder life becomes. We aren’t kids
anymore.

Out of 165 students surveyed:

135 of those surveyed were
juniors or seniors

89 have after school jobs

57% work between 15 and 25
hours a week

77% said that having a job
interferes with time with
their friends, and getting a
good night's sleep
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Rose Kovalsik controls her elevation in the basket toss. It's up to her
to jump and then ride the lift before she goes into the russian at its apex. She
also controls the descent, trusting her teamates to catch her as she drops in
the perfect position.

“It goes so fast that I don't even think about it. I just know they'll
catch me,” she said.

If you want to see this stunt, come to the home football and basketball
games. Because of liability laws, cheerleaders are "ground bound" at away
events.

Photo by Tina Kovalsik. -Micieuie Zvonex

Curbside recycling cuts
into Booster’s fundraiser

By Taumy Bukosky

The Flushing Band and Orchestra Boosters have been doing news-
paper recycling for a number of years as one of their main fundraisers.
Figures show that in 1995 there were 20 trailer loads of newspapers re-
cycled, which amounted to 426.67 tons of newspapers. That brought in
$15,015.29 for the music program to use in their budget. However, in 1996,
only 15 trailer loads were collected. That amounted to only 315.94 tons of
newspapers bringing in $6,789.97.

Newspapers are dropped off at the recycling bins on Seymour Road
across the street from the Flushing School’s bus barn. Twice a week,
volunteers show up to unload the bins of newspapers into trailers.

According to Dave Lakies, First Vice-President of the Flushing
Band & Orchestra Boosters, the drastic drop in revenue is due mainly to
two factors. He indicated that the price per tonnage of newspapers re-
ceived in 1995 was $40 per ton. In 1996, the amount dropped to $20 per
ton. The other factor is that the amount of trailer loads has dropped from
20 loads in previous years, to 15 loads in 1996. This drop can be attrib-
uted to the fact that the City and Township of Flushing is now picking up
newspapers in the home recycling program, which was not done in the
past.

“We have no control over the amount [of newspapers] that we are
receiving from the recycling program. But we can make people aware that
when they have stopped taking their newspapers to the Band Boosters,
they are hurting the music program for the community’s children. This
program consists of a big portion of the budget which is raised through
this fundraiser,” said Lakies.

Dress code to
be reviewed

BY MixeStriLer

Look out hat-wearing underclassmen. You
could be in for a style change next school year.

The dress code is getting strong backing for
a change. When some of the staff and principals
meet with the Board of Education to discuss changes
for the '97-'98 school year, one of the proposed
changes may be the dress code - particularly hats.
Mr. Bickel and many staff members would like to see
hats not part of the everyday school attire.

Mr. Bickel said the wearing of hats is sending
a message of disrespect to many teachers. He also
said he realizes students are not trying to send this
message.

Many of the teachers surveyed said that they
allowed hats in class, but would like to see a change
implemented next year.

Mr. Hoffman, CAD and shop teacher said he
believes that hats really have no place in a class
setting. He also went on to say that he believes that
guys who wear hats should “show their hair while
they have it.”

Other changes of the dress code that may be
discussed are short “bellyshirts” and “short shorts.”

Minimum age
requirements change
for student drivers

By JoeDany

Driver’s training is just around the corner, and
this year the program has been changed.

One change is in the age requirement. Stu-
dents are no longer required to be 15 years old to
take driver’s education. Students now only have to
be 14 years and 9 months by June 30 to complete
the course.

Another change is the addition of the Pre-
Driver Education Assistance Program. According
to Mr. Gerald Evans, chairman of the Driver’s Edu-
cation Program, the program will help students get
experience at a slower pace.

“I expect that only 10 to 15 students will take
advantage of the program,” he said.

When driver’s education sessions overflow,
the older students will have first preference.
Younger students will have to take whatever is left,

Mr. Evans anticipates that about 300-400 stu-
dents will be taking driver’s education this summer
through the school. Sessions begin on June 9.



Prom will transform gym into
a rockin’ tropical paradise

By TmCrurc

“Part of the advantage of having prom at the school is the ability to
adjust and modify, to accommodate our plans,” marketing teacher Dave
Hedges said. “The hard part is finding the right supplies to turn the gym
and the surrounding parts of the school into a tropical wonder.”

The gym's wiring is being modified to accommodate special lighting.
There is also talk of relandscaping the courtyard with plants indigenous to

Michigan.

Mr. Hedges and his staff would appreciate any help, supplies, or
even ideas. Decorations include volcanoes, waterfalls, palm trees, and other
tropical plants. Some of the decorations will be donated or borrowed from
various companies and businesses like Sloan museum. Hedges’ business
class is in the process of making paper flowers that will be hung on the

walls.

The DJ for the prom will be PR Productions. Live music will also be
played by the Mott Adult High School steel drum band. Photos will be
taken in the cafeteria by Hicks Studios of Flint.

Prom will take place Saturday, May 17 with tickets priced at $45 a
couple and $25 if you're going alone. Decorating will start Wednesday,
May 14 and continue through Friday night. Any help on any day will be

greatly appreciated. ;

“The prom can only be as good as we can make it,” said Mr. Hedges.

The Amazon woman

By PamZerainos

While most people would find
it hard to name an advantage of being
an underdeveloped country, mycolo-
gist and plant pathologist Tracy
Wacker can name several. Wacker is a
professor at the University of Michi-
gan - Flint, where she teaches mycol-
ogy (study of fungi) and genetics. She
was here at the high school on Mar. 5
giving a presentation to members of
the Science Club and EAG.

The main topic of Wacker’s pre-
sentation was her two-week stay in
the Peruvian rain forest, where she
went this past summer to study the
environment. One of the things she
pointed out was that Peru does not
have the economy to support slash-
and-burn agricultural techniques, so
their rain forest is in much better con-
dition than Brazil’s. Slash-and-burn
techniques are used to clear fields; all
the trees are cut down and the veg-
etation burned. Some native Peruvi-
ans do use the technique to clear out
land for their homes, but because they
clear off so little land (less than an
acre), the rain forest is able to rejuve-
nate itself within four years.

Wacker spent the majority of her
stay at the Amazon Center for Envi-
ronmental and Educational Research
(ACEER), which was built two years

ago. She said some of the scientists
thought it was too rustic - there was
no electricity; kerosene lamps and
mosquito netting abounded. It
houses 10 researchers at a time, and
there is one scientist who signs up
for an entire year and acts as the care-
taker of the research center.

The research center has also
recently completed the Canopy
Walkway, which is a series of sus-
pension bridges connecting the
jungle’s treetops. It is the largest and
highest walkway of its kind in the
Southern Hemisphere. Wacker said
to expect scientists to be discover-
ing “new” organisms, because they
have never had the opportunity to
study the ecosystem of the rain for-
est at that height.

Wacker spent the majority of
her time in Peru studying fungi;
there is only one mycologist in Peru.
She took a couple botany classes,
and was later granted a three year
research grant at Michigan State
University. She insists that giving
yourself several options for your
later life will help in the long run.

“Just keep everything open.
Don’t burn your bridges, and things
will fall into your lap.”
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Craig Gasperosky puis the finishing fouches on his painfing of

Billy Corgan. The painting was displayed at the parent-feacher
conferences on March 13. Photo by Lisa Fotenakes.

Art curriculum
going hi-tech with
claymation films

By NateSmesa

The Art Department has recently com-
pleted a claymation unit, which is the first of many
new areas art teacher Mary Beth Reineke wishes
to explore.

Claymation, which is the animating of clay
figures with stop-motion animation and for the
past month, art students have been involved with
the movies. Despite its simple idea, claymation
is actually a complicated process requiring artis-
tic skill, a camera and a lot of patience. Most of
the finished films were shown on the last two
days of the marking period. The films ranged
from an interpretation of Siskel and Ebert to wild
kids in the hall.

Mrs. Reineke said she would like the stu-
dents to vary their media, like claymation, for in-
stance. She would like to get away from the “paint
and markers” curriculum and explore areas where
technology will be used more.

Of these fields, Mrs. Reineke would like to
see film used more, and possibly a production
studio put in the art room. Another would be
computers. Many other schools have labs de-
voted to art.

As well as a new media center and pos-
sible studios, she would also like to have speak-
ers from various art fields come in.

Whether it be movies or animation, Mrs.
Reineke is sure everyone will be happy with the
finished product.
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Off to Madrid
Spanish students plan trip

By Mincew, Wewp

Madrid is the destination of nine FHS students and
one Spanish teacher.

Mrs. Aubrey and her husband are taking nine stu-
dents to Spain over spring break. The group is leaving March
27 and will be returning April 7. The students are all enrolled
in current Spanish classes, and have been meeting once a
week since January to prepare for their trip.

“The trip is a great experience for the students to learn
about the culture, people, food and way of life,” said Mrs.
Aubrey.

The students’ main focus point is Madrid, where they
will spend all their nights in a hotel. Day trips are planned to
the surrounding cities of Segovia, Avila, El Escorial, and
Toledo.

“I am really looking forward to the trip,” said sopho-
more Alexandra Faxlanger, one of the nine students headed
to Spain.

Even though the trip is only nine days long, the stu-
dents will get to see many sights, like the Royal Palace in
Madrid, the Prado museum, and the Valley of the Fallen, an
enormous mountain basilica commemorating the thousands
who died in the Spanish Civil War. The students may also
have the opportunity to visit the birthplace of St. Teresa and
experience an authentic Spanish Flamenco dance perfor-
mance.

Mrs. Aubrey has taken students to foreign countries
before, including one trip to Spain and twice to Mexico. Even
though the trip has educational purposes, the school is not
sponsoring it due to liability reasons.

DECA students excel
at state competition

By MarrCHrisToPHER

The Distributive Education Clubs of America
(DECA) traveled to Dearborn the weekend of March 14-16
to compete in the State DECA competition. Tim Bouchard,
Michelle Norton, and Andrea Bernardini all placed high in
the competition, and Kim Vaughn placed first in the
Apparel and Accessories Division, which qualified her for
the National Competition to be held in Anaheim, California.

The contestants each had to take three tests, two
written, and one role playing test. The students were each
given a business problem to solve within a certain amount
of time, while the judges watched. Kim Vaughn won the
first place award for overall role playing, while Ron
Schwarz won first place for role playing in his category.
Tim Bouchard placed 3rd overall in the Vehicles and Petrol
marketing competition.

Dave Hedges, marketing teacher accompanied the
finalists, along with Terry Hameline,

“I think they all did super, and I was really im-
pressed. I feel bad that they didn't all place, because they
were all very capable,” Mr. Hedges said.

Missy Bastuk recites poetry in Mrs. Reinhard-Phillips class. Photo by Dave Campbell.

Freshman English classes host
First Annual Poetry Reading

By DaveCampeeLL

The First Annual Poetry Reading of Room 508 took place
March 11 in Mary Reinhard-Phillips’ classes. It was an opportu-
nity for students to share their favorite poems, their own writings,
or just a poem that interested them with the class.

Mrs. Phillips says it’s important to be part of a community
of thinkers which is why she felt that having a poetry reading
would be an important experience for her students. Both her
first and fourth hour classes participated. Since poetry readings
frequently are set in a cafe, students were allowed to bring
beverages for the event.

Readings included favorites from Edgar Allen Poe and lesser
known published poets to student work, Mrs. Phillips said she
thought it was a success because it gave people a chance to see
others from a different perspective and to see they think more
deeply than had been apparent.

Mr. Bickel dropped in at one point and before getting out he
had to read a poem too. He chose Expectations and Standards. He
explained that he has given this poem to teachers before and says
he liked the message in the poem that “pretty good™ isn’t enough.

He also said that he liked the work the students did with
writing and reading poems and was happy that the students were
getting a good exposure to poetry. Mrs. Phillips also encourages
her students to attend poetry readings outside of school at places
like Borders Book Store.

Band, orchestra in top form

By PanZeraiNos

Flushing’s Wind Ensemble and Orchestra brought home
straight 1's from their festival performance on Saturday, March 14,
FHS sent three groups to the District Band and Orchestra Festi-
val, held at Carman-Ainsworth High School.

Each group must perform three rehearsed numbers, on which
they are given three different ratings by the performance judges.
The performance average is determined from these ratings and
then averaged with the sight-reading score.

The Wind Ensemble and Orchestra received three 1's in
performance and a 1 in sight-reading; Concert Band received a 2
in sight-reading but was given an overall rating of 1.

All three groups qualified for State Band and Orchestra
Festival, held in April.



Watch out!
) it’s
Bridget

By AusveMiear

“My laugh sounds like the devil’s.” she remarks
about her voice. She is know by her friends as “Gravel
Voice.” Bridget hangs upside down, reading about as-
trology. “What’s your sign?” she says smiling as al-
ways. “I believe in astrology. 1believe it’s more than
just a coincidence.”

If you haven’t met her in a sport or a club, you
probably know her as the senior class clown. Bridget
MecClain has been involved with three years of bas-
ketball and volleyball. She is currently involved in
her fourth year of track. Bridget is also involved in
Student Leadership Organization, Varsity Club, Students
Against Drunk Driving, A Cappella and is a DARE Role Model.
She also enjoys working and holds a number of jobs. She runs
the intramural volleyball program, works at Gill Roy’s hardware
store and is also employed at Aeropostal.

Bridget will attend a teen leadership conference at Michi-
gan State this summer. She was one of 5% of the students in
Michigan asked to apply and one of 40% chosen out of the 5%
to attend the conference.

Bridget thought for a long time on what’s the best thing
she’s done this year.

“Thrashing in the Pantera pit. Second row, man, that was
awesome.”

In her free time Bridget also enjoys watercolor painting,
rollerblading, hanging out with friends and going to Standish.

Bridget
moved to
Flushing in
February of
1992  from
Carmen -
Ainsworth.
She lives with
her mom Tari
McClain. She
also has two
sisters who live
in the Flushing
area, Julie and
Amanda. Her
father, Ted
McClain, lives
only three min-
utes from her

home.

Bridget doesn’t be-
lieve in making fun of others because people
used to make fun of her for being overweight.

“I like to aggravate people who think they’re above ey-
eryone else.” she says with a devilish smile.

Bridget’s biggest influences are her grandpa and her mom.

“My heroes are my grandpa because he was able to get
along with everyone and make them laugh and my mom because
she’s the hardest worker ['ve ever met,” she said, smiling,

You may see Bridget striking a pose in her mu mu. Most
likely, though, you’ll see her in her favorite jeans, Texaco patch
and all. “I love everything, I have a lot of neat junk.”

“I say stuff everyone’s thinking but doesn’t have the guts
to say. I guess I have dry humor,” she said about her upbeat
personality.

“When I pull up next to someone, I love to just look cracked
out.” she said, laughing.

Bridget has big plans for her senior year. She’ll be going
to Redondo Beach, California, for spring break. She also plans
to go to the Jimmy Buffet concert and visit her cousins in Grand
Rapids and Standish. Yet her biggest plan is a special one.

“I wanna pull a good senior prank,” she confides.

Bridget will be attending Michigan State in the fall and
rooming with her best friend, Celeste Boudreau.

“My life is just one big funny story,” said Bridget, “in
Wendy’s drive-through they were making fun of what we or-
dered so I leaned into the driver’s seat and said into the micro-
phone, we can see you laughing at us,” she exclaimed.

Bridget is looking forward to graduation and wearing her
cap and gown to school.

“Walking out of school and knowing I didn’t have a ton of
enemies, that’s cool.” she said.

Abave: Bridget and her
Homecoming date Ryan
Hammond are all smiles at
the City Lights Restaurant.
Phato by Michelle Lintz.
Right: Bridget plays
janitor af Singled Out,
cleaning up after the
Vernors competifion. Photo
by Alane Millar.
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Wes Johnson celebrafing his 17th birthday af Timbers in Cadilloc, Michigan.

All about Wes Johnson
Montoy*
without dismay

By MateneMorrensen

Going to the Raiders football games or hearing the A-
Cappella choir perform are two good ways to see Wes Johnson.
Even showing up for this year’s drama production of “Stage
Door” would have been a good way.

Depending on when Wes is caught, he might give the
impression of being a shy, quiet senior, but that illusion won’t
last for long. He will soon turn into an outgoing, happy guy
trying his hardest to put a smile on people’s faces.

“Actually,” says Wes, “I'm just a very simple guy. I show
everybody respect until they prove that they don’t deserve it.”
Respect seems to be the key word to describe Wes Johnson's
life.

Being elected Homecoming King mostly surprised him.
In his own words, “it was unexpected and nice receiving that
kind of respect and honor from my peers.”

In school, two of his favorite teachers, Mr. King and Mr.
Gandolfi, describe him as a nice guy, and Mr. Gandolfi adds with
a smile,

“He just doesn’t work hard enough.”

Mr. King, on the other hand, says that Wes is the kind of
student who always wants to learn more and more.

About school Wes says, “I don’t think there is anything
really wrong with our school.” After pausing for a second he

*Ask Wes about his dog.

¢ I'm just a very simple
guy. Ishow everybody
respect until they prove that
they don’t deserve it. 99

WesJounson

continues.

“Mostly it is people who need to change their attitude
and general mentality about the school.”

When school is over, Wes is still a busy young man.
Aside from playing football in the fall he somehow manages to
fit in homework, the FHS A-Cappella choir, seeing his girlfriend
Sara Lecki and singing with The Flushing Singers.

“Even though I have only been doing organized singing
for about a year, I had a solo with The Flushing Singers, when
we did ‘Beauty and the Beast’,” Wes tells.

He also appeared in the Drama Club’s production of
“Stage Door” as Fred Powell, and he tried out for this year’s
musical “West Side Story”. Wes may soon be seen as Riff, the
gang leader of the Jets.

“I'm also involved with ‘Big Brothers/Big Sisters’.” he
says and explains, “it’s for kids who need special attention; we
take them out and do things with them like talk, help with their
homework. We are sort of role models for these kids or older
brothers, so they have a fatherly figure to look up to.”

Being around kids is something Wes enjoys, whether it's
coaching or setting a good example. He even likes it enough
that he wants to make it his profession. Wes would like to
combine spending time with children and his favorite subject,
history, by becoming a high school teacher.

“I think his personality will be an asset for him in that
way,” Mr. Gandolfi comments.

Mr. King agrees, saying, “He would definitely be good as
a teacher; he is what I would call a ‘people-person’.”

Mr. Gandolfi’s Civil War class was one of the things that
helped Wes make a choice about his future,

“I think history is interesting,” Wes says, “that’s also
why I’ll be going to Gettysburg, PA, with my family over spring
break, to see the town where a big battle in our Civil War took
place.”

Aside from future plans of graduating from U of M- Flint
and ambitions to become a teacher, Wes sees himself as a real
family man down the road.

“I guess, that in another 10 years or so I want what you
might call ‘The American Dream’: two kids, a wife, a dog, a
house. All within the Flushing area,” Wes announces and goes
on, “I don’t need a million dollars; money won’t make my life
happier. I just enjoy small things like making people smile. T
love it when people are happy and laugh.”

His senior friend and fellow football player at FHS, Matt
Palacios, says that the first thing that comes to his mind about
Wes is that “he is a complete stand up comedian!”

Matt continues, “He will probably end up with some-
where around 15 kids or so.”

At home Wes and his twin sister Shannon, along with
their younger brother Brodie, have their parents Denise and
Ron as a solid base.

Wes summarizes himself like this, “I'm just a down-to-
earth guy, trying to do the bestI can, trying to be nice to people,”
and then he smiles.



Inside the sfudent teaching experience

Rookie for
a year

By KarinPierson & Kerri Benson

Imagine having to teach 30 people 10 years
younger than you a certain regimen of education. Imag-
ine you come up with a lesson plan for your first day of

teaching them, making everything perfect, then talk-

ing too fast and not having anything to do or say for the rest of
the hour. This is exactly what happened to Ms. Kerry Woughter,
a student teacher at FHS.

Ms. Woughter is one of the three student teachers cur-
rently working at FHS. The others are Andy Finn and Craig
Healey.

Mr. Healey, 23, coaches freshman football and baseball at
Clio, so he can relate easily to his students.

“I can relate to their problems,” says Healey. The strang-
est experience for him was when the librarian thought he was a
student when he wished to use the Internet.

According to these student teachers, the transition from
student to authority figure is not that big of a deal. Most of the
student teachers are about 10 years older than most FHS stu-
dents.

Some teachers had it differently, though. For example, Ms.
Gill says that when she was student teaching at Birch Run, the
students made fun of her because she wasn’t old enough to
“buy for them” since she was only 20. Mr. King describes a
similar experience when he student taught, but instead it con-
cerned size rather than age difference. He explains:

“I student-taught a physical
education class where the football
coach was my supervisor
and the students
were mostly

on the foot-
ball team. I
only weighed
about 140
pounds back
then, S0
when I stood
and checked
off the guys
to make sure
they all took
a shower,
they were
like, ‘who is
this squirrely
character

making us
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Hlustration by Aworew Hewss.

take showers?’”

The biggest complaints of student teachers here are not
size or age, but instead tired feet and lack of free time.

“My feet really hurt by the time I get home,” says Mr.
Finn, who also says he barely has enough time for his girl-
friend. This is understandable, because in order to become a
certified teacher, a student teacher most both teach and take
classes.

Student teaching can be very scary, in more ways than
one.

“When my lesson plan for the day crashes and burns, I
just have to tough it out. You also have to have an alternate
game plan,” says Mr. Healey.

Mr. Finn agrees, saying, “You don’t expect the worst to
happen, but you have to be prepared for anything.”

Mr. Hedges knows about the value of preparation. When
Mr. Hedges was a student teacher, he taught at an inner-city
school. There was a certain student there that the teachers
warned him about, who had been in jail and had gotten into fist
fights with teachers. When the time came for a test, this stu-
dent refused to take it, saying he didn’t have a pencil. Mr.
Hedges “magically” produced a pencil out of midair. He then
watched the eyes of the previously unreachable student light
up.

Mr. Forsleff, the new orchestra teacher, describes a couple
of frightening experiences, one on his first day of teaching. He
was in charge of the band class at Central High School, and
after his supervising teacher gave a long, articulate inspira-
tional speech he then turned to Mr. Forsleff and said, “why
don’t you say a few words?” Mr. Forsleff also remembers a
later experience, when a gun was taken from one of his stu-
dents.

Overall, student teaching is not simple.

“Most people think it is easy,” says Mr. Mikolowski,
“but it is notatall.”

Ms. Sleno compares the experience to driver’s educa-
tion.

“If you screw up, there is always someone to save you.
When you are a certified teacher, you have to do it all by
yourself.”

Student teaching can be similar to driver’s ed, fun, scary,
hard on the feet, or as Mr. Buckel puts it, “your first introduc-
tion to the real world.”

Mr. Andy Finn
experiencing his first
parent-feacher
conferences with
Mrs. Bengelink
on Thursday, March
13.

He describes the
fime he has spent af
FHS as,
“Fantabulous, |'ve
enjoyed it one
hundred times more
than | imagined |
would. |'m going
o miss this place
like crazy."

Mr. Finn has student
taught for Mr
Martin and Mr.
Gandolfi

*He has as much
enthusiasm and
creativity as I've
seen in a long fime.
| hate to see him go,
because now | have
to go back in there,”
Mr. Gandolfi says
with a chuckle.
Photo by Rebecca
Williams.

People
April

1

Blazer



Blazer

Sometimes parents are not
able to care for their children
the way they should, that’s

when foster care comes in

By LetAnn BurchrieLD

lley is five years old. Alley’s

mom is an alcoholic and has
a drug problem. Alley has been
seen by her friend’s mother
Nancy with bruises on her face,
and she has seen on more than
one occasion Alley’s mother
drunk and high. Nancy thought
that the best interest of the child
is to have her away from her
house, so she called the D.S.S.,
which is short for Department of
Social Services.

WHEN

BREAK

They handle most or all
cases of children. There is
usually one in each county.
D.S.S. will send a case worker
who is assigned to this case to
talk to Alley, and then talk to
Nancy, to see if Alley is in real
danger staying at home with
her mother. Ifthatisthe
situation then the case worker
will show up with two police
officers to escort Alley to a
foster home. Next, officials
have to decide if Alley will be

in temporary or permanent foster
care, or perhaps place Alley with a
suitable relative. Alley isnota real
child, but the Department of Social
Services deals with children in
situations like hers every day.

At least three important people
will decide for that child’s best
interests: the case worker , (also
known as the Social Worker), the
judge, and a lawyer who will repre-
sent children like Alley in court.

Since placing children in perma-
nent care will cost the state a lot of
money, they try to find alternatives
for placing kids. If Alley’s mom
wants her daughter back, the judge

could tell the mom that she can
have her back if she goes to a
drug rehab program , attends
A.A. meetings and parenting
classes, and gets a stable job. If
she passes those classes and
gets certificates from them, she
will have her daughter back.

If her mother fails to follow
the curriculum, Alley might be
put in permanent foster care.
Permanent will mean that Alley
will never return home to live
with her mother again. Alley
might be allowed to see her
mom through visitations, but
she would most likely be put up
for adoption. Her mother’s
parental rights would be served.

Because she is so young,
and being in permanent foster
care will cost the state a lot of
money, the state will try to find
an adoptive home for her. If
Alley’s foster parents want to
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adopt her, then they will be checked out to see if it
would be a suitable placement.

Not all cases are abusive. Some cases are about
parents who can’t deal with their incorrigible child. Billy
is 16, the oldest out of 2 children. Billy’s mother Diane
and father Jack both work a lot, while Billy is left to
watch his younger brother Jordan who is 14. Billy and
Jordan do everything together. They are partners in
crime. They are highly influenced by other peers to
fight and rebel. That is the only way they know how to
protect themselves. Mom and dad didn’t have time to
actually pay attention to what their sons accomplished
until the police arrested them for fighting in the mall
parking lot, and one brother was caught with a gun.

The kids appeared before a judge and the judge laid
down the law. The parents finally were aware of their
children’s actions and started being more strict and

cautious about what they do.
Billy and Jordan were not used
to this supervision, so they
retaliated. Things got out of
hand, and the parents could not
control them. They go before
ajudge again with the same
problems. Now the judge feels
that the brothers should be
dealt with by the state and put
into the system, until they
show signs of improved behav-
ior. They might be placed in a juvenile detention center or a foster
home.

Being a foster parent is not an easy job. Mrs. Marian Rosa, a
resident of Flushing, has been a respected foster parent on and off for
30 years.

“I came from a broken home, so I understood the fear, hopeless-
ness, and loneliness of children in a mixed up environment. I wanted
to give kids a safe, and loving place to live in their time of need,” she
explained.

There are many advantages to being a foster parent. One advan-
tage is seeing the children’s self-esteem improve as they build a sense
of belonging to family or community.

While in foster care the kids are assigned to a counselor or thera-
pist for as long as they are in foster care, or until they are adopted.
The children will talk on a regular basis with these professionals to
help them understand life, and help them out in the world.

Even if they are placed in long term foster care, they are able to see
their biological parents. In the meantime , the child will maintain a
normal family life.

The people who help and are there to protect the children in need
of foster care should be looked at as saints. They open their houses
to total strangers, mostly not knowing what to expect. They are not
money hungry, nor any other stereotype. The children who go into
those houses should be looked at as human beings who
need someone there for them, not to be looked at as :
freaks or nut cases. Just remember one thing: this Features
world is not very perfect , but some good hearted April
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argoyles are defenders of
the night. The grotesque
stone figures that guard
Gothic buildings stir the imagination
with their unusual appearance. The
gargoyles of various cathedrals
around the world are, according to
superstition, creatures that frighten

evil spirits away from the buildings §

that they sit upon. Imitated in

paintings and used in various works
of fiction, the gargoyle is one of the
most unique forms of sculpture due
not only to its fantastic appearance
but also to the fact that it was origi-
nally intended to perform a practical
purpose.

The word gargoyle really means
“water spout” because that was what
they were in the beginning. Gargoyles
did not start out as fantastic beings
attached to the sides of Gothic
cathedrals, The first gargoyles were
merely what their name means,
unadorned water spouts that were
attached to rain gutters or parapets.
The largest gargoyles extend three
feet from their buildings. Their
purpose was to allow water to fall
free of the building to prevent

Eventually, the plain water spouts
would become more ornate and
depicted creatures with grotesque
features. The gargoyles served a
practical purpose of a water
spout until the introduction of
% the lead drain pipe in the 16th
#8 Century which forced the

seepage and damage to the masonry.

Qefenders

By RonBaiey

gargoyle to become merely a decoration.
With the task of spouting water no
longer its purpose, the gargoyle became
more diverse in its design. Early gargoyles
were mostly a half of a creature’s body
protruding from a building because of the
need for water to run through them. After
the lead drain pipe was invented,
the gargoyles could be
: designed in




various other fashions. While the

trend in gargoyles is sitting, the
sculptors of the Gothic creatures had
no real restrictions or set design to
follow. Anything ugly and fantastic
looking could be considered a
gargoyle. Land animals with wings
and creatures with pointed snouts

and ears could now

be found sitting on
various buildings
constructed in the
Gothic era. Gargoyles
are not limited to
structures made in the
16th Century however. The
Chrysler building in New
York has gargoyles resembling
hood ornaments as part of its
design.

The name “gargoyle” is
generally used incorrectly when
referring to all sculptures of strange
grotesque creatures on medieval
structures. When the creature is not
constructed to be a drain, the correct
term for the beasts are “chimeras.”
The word “chimera,” (or chimerical)
is used to describe anything that is
absurd or wildly fanciful and fantas-
tic. The term’s origins stem from the
Greek myth of the Chimera, a fire
breathing monster with the head of a
lion, body of a goat, and the tail of a
serpent. But like most things in the
world, a popular term has overridden
the correct one so that all mediaeval
creatures of a fantastic design are
called gargoyles.

The sale of various types of
small gargoyles (or more correctly,
chimeras) has become popular in
recent years. These small replicas of
original gargoyles are usually around
three to five inches tall, though they
can be larger or smaller, and are
placed in gardens and around the
house. This recent rise in popularity
may be due to Disney’s cartoon
creation, Gargoyles.

Gargoyles is based on the legend
that gargoyles are protectors. The
cartoon follows the adventures of the
last of the race of living gargoyles
who protected the castles of medieval
times. These creatures are intelligent
beings that have survived through the
ages by means of a magic spell that
caused them to sleep for hundreds of
years until they were finally awakened
in present day New York. The
gargoyles are stone during the day but
when the sun sets, they come alive to
protect the city from evil doers.
Gargoyles: The Goliath Chronicle can
currently be seen on Saturday morn-
ings on ABC. For more Disney
gargoyle action, check out The
Hunchback of Notre Dame which
features three talking gargoyles that
live in Notre Dame Cathedral.

Disney artists are not the only
artisans to be inspired by the gar-
goyle. Artists who lived in the era of
gargoyles were also fascinated by the
mystical properties of the gargoyles.

Dutch painter Hieronymus Bosch
(c.1450-1516) was inspired by the
grotesque appearance of the crea-
tures. He used the images of the
gargoyles in his eccentric paintings of
religious visions that depicted the
torments of Hell.

Gargoyles have many aspects
that appeal to people. They are ugly,
they are mysterious, and they are
believed to have protective powers.
They are one of architectures most
stunning creations and have just
recently enjoyed a bit o
popularity. Hope-

gargoyles will
continue so that
this stunning
art form
will be
rein-
stated i
inthe /4
de- #

haps
if there
are more gargoyles T
about, the evil spirits of 1§
this world will be forced
to leave us alone.
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Interested? Here's who fo contact:

Applying to a
service
academy

now
8Y PamZErsinos

“Enlist! Enlist!” Sound familiar? Everyone knows some-
one who is currently being hassled by a military recruiter, and
we’ve all seen them down by the cafeteria handing out bumper
stickers. However, there is a different way to go for those inter-
ested in the military.

A service academy offers a lot of options for someone
seriously considering a career in the military. For one thing, it’s
a very expensive, top-of-the-line education for free. Students
are issued a computer and guaranteed a well-paying job after
graduation. The military will also pay for any graduate work,
depending on how much time a person is willing to stay in the
service.

All four branches of the military - the Army, Navy, Air
Force and Coast Guard - have a service academy. While the
academies don’t offer very many majors (the Air Force Acad-
emy has the most, with 26), the education is superb. Most de-
grees are in various engineering fields, although the exact field
varies by Academy. The Air Force Academy offers Aeronauti-
cal Engineering, the Naval and Coast Guard Academies offer
Ocean Engineering, and Environmental Engineering is offered
at West Point. All academies offer majors like physics, chemis-
try, computer science and mathematics. However, it is also pos-
sible to major in the humanities. Majors in political science,
history, economics or English are available at all academies.
Humanities majors don't get out of anything, though. They are
required to take all the core classes in math, chemistry, physics
and engineering; because of this they are awarded a Bachelor
of Science degree.

Graduating from an academy is not easy. There is very
little time off; summers are occupied by various training camps.
The Naval Academy sends every midshipman to SEAL school,
marine training and flight school so they will be better able to
choose the field they want to enter when they graduate. There
are strict guidelines at each academy, and every cadet lives by
the Honor Code. This code is taken very seriously, and ethics
violations, as well as physical, medical, academic or military
failures, can result in expulsion from the academy. For example,
if a cadet is doing drugs and another person has knowledge of
it but elects not to say anything, both are guilty and both will be
expelled.

It all starts with Plebe Summer (Swab Summer at the Coast
Guard Academy), a five- to seven- week program of intense
physical and emotional training. According to the Naval Acad-
emy handbook, “Plebe Summer is not gentle easing into the
military routine. You start your days at dawn with an hour of

rigorous exercise and end them long after sunset, wondering
how you will make it through the next day. Forget television,
leisure time or movies. You will have barely enough time in the
day to finish your assigned plebe tasks. The summer also builds
the foundation for the tangible and intangible qualities that
make an outstanding naval officer. You learn self-discipline, to
organize your time and decide which things are most important.
You reach top physical condition and develop your ability to
think clearly under stress and react quickly when the unex-
pected comes your way.”

While going to an academy is definitely one of the most
difficult and intense experiences of a lifetime, it is also one of the
most rewarding. Graduates have nothing negative to say about
it, and current attendees are just as positive. Midshipman Third-
class Graham Baldwin, a sophomore at the Naval Academy,
says that the Academy has taught him a lot of things that he will
use later in life. “I really think that Plebe Summer is one of the
best things a person can go through. Yeah, it’s really hard - one
girl seriously went crazy; she just flipped out one day and went
screaming down the hallway and ran into a wall or something
and we never saw her again- but it’s worth it if you make it
through. I'm a much stronger person now, both physically as
well as mentally and emotionally.”

For those interested in an appointment to a service acad-
emy, the time is now. The application process is long and in-
volves many forms, letters, interviews, and various physical
and medical examinations. A nomination from a Senator or rep-
resentative is needed for appointment. Extremely qualified can-
didates can also seek a Vice-Presidential nomination; sons or
daughters of academy alumni can seek Presidential nomina-
tions.

The first step in the application process is contacting the
selected academy's admissions office. Request a precandidate
questionnaire, fill it out, and send it in. The academy will take it
from there, sending all the forms and making all the necessary
appointments. Those interested in applying should be sure to
sign up for the SAT or ACT; scores must be forwarded to the
academy. The codes are not in the registration booklets, but are
available in the guidance office.

United States Military Academy
Director of Admissions
606 Thayer Road
West Point, NY 10996-9902 Admissions Office
HQ USAFA/RRS
United States Naval Academy
Candidate Guidance Office
117 Decatur Road
Annapolis, MD 21402-5018

United States Air Force Acadenty

2304 Cader Drive, Suite 200
USAF Academ, CO 80840-5025

United States Coast Guard Academy
Director of Admissions

15 Monegan Avenue

New London, CT 06320-4195




Annapolis in June

My week at the Naval Academy

8Y PamZERBINOS

The Naval Academy is a tough
place. I was there for a week and I worked
harder than [ ever have in my life; any-
one expecting it to be a breeze is sorely
mistaken.

Being there during the summer
meant two things: hot and humid. I stayed
in Bancroft Hall, the Academy's only dor-
mitory (it’s also the largest in the world).
Bancroft is not air conditioned, and An-
napolis during late June is not pleasant.
was part of a week-long Science and En-
gineering Seminar, although the program
seemed to be more about acquainting us
with the Naval Academy than anything
else.

I was immediately assigned to a
squad, a platoon, and a company. During
the next week, I became very close to my
squad. We spent literally every waking
moment together; bonding was hard to
avoid. We were issued T-shirts and
schedules, shown a video about the glo-
ries of the Naval Academy, and sent to
bed. Then the real fun began.

Alarms were set for 4:30 in the morn-
ing. Physical Training (PT) was at 5:00.
We lined up by company, platoon, squad
and height and ran five miles every morn-
ing. As the shortest member of Delta 3-3,
| was dead last in line. All those movies
where you see large groups of people
running in step screaming “napalm sticks
to kids” are real. We were then in for about
45 minutes of calisthenics led by a Navy
SEAL. Most of these exercises bordered
on medeival torture; arm circles will never
be the same again.

PT ended at 6:30; by 6:40 we had to
be showered, changed, and outside our

=i
Left: Midshipman taking part in a play at the Noval Academy.

Right: A Midshipman having fun during Physical Training. Photos

from the Naval Academy catalogue.

squad leader's door. This amounted to
two minutes to shower and change;
clothes were laid out in the morning

and we jumped into the shower fully

clothed. One day I had a whole five min-
utes to shower and I considered it “free
time.”

“Free time,” as such, does not ex-
ist. You’re either in class, doing drill
(marching manuvers), eating, or playing
some sort of team sport. There isn’t even
time to sleep; we had to be in bed by 11
but memorizing rates kept us up most of
the night. Rates are things like the Mis-
sion of the Unites States Naval Academy,
the chain of command (starting with your-
self right on up to Bill Clinton), the Ma-
rine Hymn, etc. This was to prepare us for
Midshipman Indoctrination.

Known as “Indoc,” the two-hour
time span [ spent as a Plebe were the two
hardest hours of my life. Your first year at
a service academy, you are a Plebe. As a
Plebe, you are nothing, you are the scum
of the earth, you are a maggot. You are
told this repeatedly and treated as such.

There are several basic rules to be-
ing a plebe. You don't look at anyone, you
don’t talk without permission (you're only
allowed to say five sentences anyway)
and when you do talk, you scream. If you
see a Midshipman (“Mid” for short), you
greet them (no, not “hi.” It’s “sir, good
evening sir!”). You run everywhere. At
dinner, you sit ramrod straight on the front
two inches of your chair. To eat, you bring
your fork straight up to the level of your
mouth, straight in to your mouth and then
back down in the same manner. You put
your fork down and your hand in your
lap; then you may chew. At
any given moment,
you may be

asked

to re-
cite the
Mission
of the Na-
val Acad-
emy or sing
the Marine
Hymn. Concen-
tration is key; I
was halfway
through the Mis-
sion and a Mid
screamed “peanut

butter!” in my ear
to throw my concentration. It
worked. 1 stopped talking and got yelled
at. Any turn you make has to be 90 de-
grees and you must pivot on your heel.
The bottom line is that you do whatever
the Mids tell you to, no questions asked.

Teamwork is key. They herded us
up to the 6th floor of Bancroft and made
everyone stand against the wall. Each sec-
tion of the wall had about 15 people
against it. If one person in a section
screwed up, everyone was punished. The
person who messed up then had to apolo-
gize to everyone else for causing push-
ups or jumping jacks or whatever the
“punishment™ of choice was at that par-
ticular moment.

Verbal abuse runs rampant, and [
have never seen so many males crying as
I did in the two hours of Indoc. Everyone
gets absolutely ripped to shreds. Those
movies showing a bunch of officers
screaming vulgar obsceneties to defense-
less trainees who stand there screaming
“sir, yes sir!” over and over because it’s
the only thing they’re allowed to say are
not jokes. This really happens.

No, this does not sound like fun. It
sounds like hell. Why would anyone want
to go through this for seven weeks? I can
honestly say that it’s the hardest thing
I’ve done before or since. It’s also one of
my greatest accomplishments, and unless
you’ve been there, you probably won’t
understand. When Indoc was over, 1 felt
great. [ had made it through, I did not break
or cry or quit and go back to my room. It
wasn’t just me, either. Everyone who went
through it felt the same way. It’s not really
as simple as “gee, [ can do 800 arm circles”
or “hey, he called me a mean name and it
didn’t bother me.” There’s a lot more to it.
If you can make it through Indoc, you can
make it through Plebe Summer. If you can
make it through Plebe Summer, you can
make it through absolutely anything. And
there is simply no greater moment in your
life than the one where you realize that
there is no limit to what you can accom-
plish.

My squad and | in
front of Iwo Jima.
Participants in the
seminar visifed
Washington, D.C
fo see the Marine
Silent Drill Team
and the Drum and
Bugle Corps.
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CAR OF THE MONTH

It's time again to start looking at all those cars out there that have been fixed up, souped up, jacked up and
screwed up. One of those cars is owned by Tim Church who has a burgundy 1978 Chevy Nova. If put ints
respective categories above, this car would be in the fixed up, then screwed up, then fixed up and souped up
category. It is an award winning car, having won the first- place trophy for best in class in 1995 at the Clio Firemanss
Park, and third place in its class at the American Legions Hall.

The car has a 350 Olds engine and a 400 Turbo Buick transmission, along with a 750 Quadrajet carbureator
to maximize the fuel consumption. The exhaust is handled by a very capable set of headers that are connected to
three and a half inch piping dumping the exhaust just past the rear axle. In the back there's a factory-standard 9-bolt
rearend that is going to be changed to a 4:10. The rear wheels are Craiger SS Rims, Mickey Thompson tires that are t
over 12 inches wide. The car has a date with an airbrush that will change the paint from burgundy to champagne
red. It wasn't all peaches 'n' cream fixing up the car, because in 1995 after the car shows, the car suffered some
vandalism. Repairing all the damages took a couple of months. He had planty of help from his family though, who
are all Nova owners themselves. Now he's back in bussines and the Nova is looking as good as ever.

R -Douclsham

105 Terrace St




By Pam Zersinos

Even if you live in a hole in the
ground, you should be quite aware that
U2 has released a new album. Living in
a hole in the ground is also no excuse
not to have it already.

Pop is nothing short of brilliant.
It is yet another experimental album,
veering farther from the course set by
albums like The Joshua Tree. Much of
the album has a new wave techno feel,
and 1t’s closer to dance music than
anything U2 has ever released.

However, despite the fact that U2
has once again managed to change
their musical style, Pop is still some-
how vintage U2. It’s pretty hard to
make a voice like Bono’s unrecogniz-
able, and there are hints of Achtung
Baby and The Joshua Tree all over the
album. “Do You Feel Loved” is built on
a typical Adam Clayton bass line, and
*“Last Night on Earth” could be from
any U2 album released thus far.

Highlights of the album include
the entire thing. There’s a beautiful
ballad here and there including “If God

Will Send His Angels” and “If You
Wear That Velvet Dress.” “If God Will
Send His Angels” starts out with Bono
singing a cappella and builds from
there, and “If You Wear That Velvet
Dress” has an incredibly haunting
melody line that makes you want to cry.

For your personal listening
pleasure, there are three flat-out rock
songs in a row - “Staring at the Sun,”
“Last Night on Earth,” and “Gone” -
that should have the Silverdome
jumping come Halloween. I'm partial to
“Last Night on Earth,” but which of the
three songs is the best is a personal
preference.

There are also a lot of miscella-
neous songs that are too distorted and
sampled to fall into any current musical
genre. “Miami,” which sounds the
teeniest little bit like “Bullet the Blue
Sky,” has a pretty irritating background
beat but it grows on you after a while,
“The Playboy Mansion” is straight off
Zooropa, and you all know what
“Discothéque” sounds like by now.

U2’s Pop is nothing short of brilliant

“Mofo” is a
highly energized
dance anthem
that sounds at
times like C+C
Music Factory
with some actual
talent.

Lyric-wise,
this album
doesn’t stray
that much from
previous albums.
Bono has once again gone religious and
makes references to God and Jesus
throughout. “Wake Up Dead Man”
starts with “Jesus, Jesus help me” and
continues the plea for the rest of the
song. He gets a little trite on “If God
Will Send His Angels,” singing “it’s the
blind leading the blonds / it’s the stuff
of country songs.”

The sometimes dumb lyrics aside,
Pop is definitely one of their strongest
albums. It's a must for any U2 fan; in
fact, it’s a must in general.

Performers’ deaths stir obsessions

By NareKivwey

In the last few years every popular
genre of music has experienced a tragic
death. Artists such as 2pac, Kurt
Cobain, and most recently The Notori-
ous B.I.G, have been lost from the
entertainment world forever. The thing
that puzzles me is how kids seem to get
depressed, sometimes to the point of
suicide at the loss of an entertainer.

All three of the artists mentioned
above died before their natural time and
of violent deaths. Yet even after they
die people still look up to them as role
models. This is especially ironic
because before they died, everyone
seemed to have criticisms and problems
with what they did. All of them were
surrounded with critics when they were
alive but after they died they were all
looked at as perfect angels. Not only
that, but their deaths also brought them
new fans.

After Kurt Cobain killed himself,
Nirvana sales sky rocketed, the same
with 2pac. All of the sudden their rough
cuts and poetry were ingenious and

people who hated them before just
happened to start liking their music.
Their other fans all became really
depressed and suicidal at the death of
someone who they only knew through
music, someone who most likely would
not even talk to them if they met. Butin
the fans' little fantasy they were best
friends. It’s hard to believe people
would even go as far as suicide and
candle-lit vigils in the artist's home
town.

After Kurt Cobain died especially,
people seemed to be wearing Nirvana
shirts. And then after a couple of
months special shirts were made to
commemorate his death. Itis one of the
most ridiculous things that can happen,
and the worst part is it has been
happening since we’ve had rock ‘n roll
stars to worship. People cried, and still
do cry at the death of Elvis. Hundreds
of thousands of visitors pack Graceland
every day to see where the “king of
rock ‘nroll” once lived. There was a
movie made about the six months or so

Richie Valenz spent at the top of the
charts. The question is, what is the
point? It's someone who you never
met. The only reason why they even
wrote their songs was to make money.
It is like worshipping Bill Gates or David
Geffen, in fact they would probably be
better role models because I'm sure they
never did heroin, or smoked pot, or
joined a gang, or got arrested for gun
charges, or were in detox. With the rap
artists especially I don’t see why people
were so upset when they died. They all
saw it coming. They both knew that
they wouldn’t live out their natural
years.

It is to be expected of someone
who lives a lifestyle full of the stuff they
did to die at a young age. It all comes
with the territory of living fast and
having all of the wrong kinds of fun. So
it's kind of pointless to cry or consider
doing the same kinds of things they did.
After all, none of us want to go through
the same kinds of deaths as the artists
we so love have.
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Morphine is highly addictive

By PamZEraiNos

once read that listening to

Morphine is like slowly burning
yourself with a cigarette: it hurts, but
you're determined to know what it’s
going to feel like at the end. This is true.
If you start listening to a Morphine
album, you're going to listen to the
whole thing.

Their latest album, Like Swim-
ming, is no different. The trio from
Boston consisting of Mark Sandman on
2String Slide bass, Dana Colley on the
baritone sax, and Billy Conway on
drums has done it again. Like Swimming
is short, (only 37 minutes) and sweet.
Sandman opens the album with his bass,
managing to sound very much like
Colley’s opening on Cure For Pain. The
first track, “Lilah,” is a 58-second
instrumental that segues right into
“Potion.” “Potion’s” swing beat is going
to be stuck in your head for days.

Several songs on the album are
oddly reminiscent of Sting’s Ten
Summoner’s Tales. “Murder for the
Money” and “I Know You (Pt. ITI)” are
the best examples of what Sting would
sound like jazzed up and on sedatives.
They don’t exactly make you want to
dance, but snapping your fingers is a
necessity. Other highlights on the album

Live
Secret Samadhi
L ]. V E By Mirch Wewp
The meaning to carry the whlole album.
EEERRISSAMADIL grand Fortunately, this one song is backed up
Canyon by numerous others.
couldn’t “Rattlesnake,” the first track, is
get any about a small town, and the angst that is

bigger, and Secret Samadhi couldn’t get
any better. This latest creative arrange-
ment by the boys from Hershey
Pennsylvania is the best follow up
album around. With the sucess of 1994’s
Throwing Copper, Live returns with an
album of comparable integrity. The first
single that was released was “Lakini’s
Juice,” a song that contains enough

are “Early to Bed” and “Hanging on

a Curtain.” “Early to Bed” has a

funky bottom beat and is getting lots
of radio play in East Lansing.
“Hanging on a Curtain” is a Mor-
phine song in the same vein as “Cure
for Pain” and “You Look Like Rain,”
both off earlier albums. The melody line
is so beautiful you want to cry, and the
underlying music is equally brilliant.
The title track has the same effect, as
does “Empty Box.”

If the album has a worst song, it
would probably be “Eleven O’Clock.”
Although the actual music is wonderful,
it’s hard to get by Sandman singing
“every night about eleven o’clock”
repeatedly for three minutes. This gets
old pretty quickly and ruins the great
music behind it.

Sandman’s philosophy about
lyrics may have something to do with
this. Morphine is generally mood music;
every part of every song goes toward
creating a certain mood. The lyrics
aren’t there to tell a story or impart a
useful message. In “Hanging on a
Curtain,” Sandman sings “little red feet
with big blue toes / lemme put my hand
inside your clothes.” This is not exactly
meaningful.

involved with being in one. The songs
“Graze” and “Ghost™ are excellent
collaborations of their titles. “Century”
is the next tune worth mentioning. The
lyrics go “Everybody’s here / puke
stinks like beer.” “Century” is an
excellent example of Live’s variety. It
breaks away from the serious for a
moment and brings us a good song. To

The album’s only flaw (besides
the irritating lyrics of “Eleven O’ Clock™)
is its overall similarity to Cure For Pain.
Released in 1993, Cure For Pain was
the group’s “breakthrough album,” and
Like Swimming hasn’t really done
anything different. However, those of
you who are already Morphine fans will
find Like Swimming a necessary
addition to your collection.

If you've never heard of Mor-
phine before, and I'll wager most of you
haven’t, you should try it out. It’s a
completely different sound and one
definitely worth cultivating. Cure For
Pain is the album to buy first, and then
Like Swimming or Yes. Good is their first
album and has a few classics (“You
Look Like Rain” is on this album), but
overall it’s pretty evident that it was
their first attempt.

If you're interested and over 18,
Morphine will be playing Clutch Cargo’s
(in Pontiac; it’s also called the Sanctum)
on April 18. Missing this concert would
be a bad idea.

continue with the albums greatness,
Live gives us the song “Insomnia and
the Hole in the Universe.” The melan-
choly layered beat becomes addictive
after hearing it a couple of times. With
five tracks out of the twelve, Live goes
out with a bang. The momentum rises
with “Turn My Head,”
"Heropsychodreamer,” and “Freaks.” It
is capped off by the tell all “Merica” and
ending with Gas Hed Goes West,” a
great tune telling of “Gas Hed marching
on. Possibly a metaphor for the band
itself.



St. Andrews Hall is Blurred once again

By PamZersinos

The last time that Blur played St.
Andrew’s, which was during their 1995
Parklife tour, Rolling Stone magazine
called it one of the best concerts of the
year, Blur is currently on tour for their
fifth album, and their latest appearance
at St. Andrew’s should draw the same
response.

Blur is the British band that’s
giving Oasis a run for their money back
home in England. They’re more new-
wave than Qasis is, but if you like Oasis,
Blur is definitely worth checking out.
They’ve been putting out an album a
year for the past three years, and while
they're big in England, they haven’t
been picked up by mainstream America.

Their latest album, simply titled
Blur, will hopefully change that. With
songs like “Looking for America” and
*Chinese Bombs,” both of which are
getting limited radio play (in Detroit,
anyway), the album is a bargain at 12
bucks.

The March 14 concert was also a
bargain; it was worth a lot more than the
$10 ticket price. Blur managed to sell out
St. Andrew’s, and although the concert
hall only holds about 250 people, it was
a still a good-sized crowd. A portion of
the crowd seemed to be transplanted

Brits; on the whole, it was a good-
natured, feel-good crowd. Even the
mosh pit was friendly.

Although there were rumours of
an opening band, when the lights came
up it was Damon Albarn and the boys
from Blur standing onstage. They
opened the concert with “Beetlebum,”
also the first song of their new album.
The song is much better live than it is
on CD; Albarn has incredible stage
presence and knows how to show the
audience a good time.

The set consisted of songs
mainly from B/ur. These songs went
over very well considering that the
crowd was less familiar with the new
album. From my mosh pit perspective
(judging crowd response on how much
I got hurt; the more painful the song,
the better it was liked), the definite
crowd-pleasers from Blur were “Song
2,7 “M.O.R.,” and “Chinese Bombs.”

One of the strong points of the
concert was the variety of songs they
played. They played a lot of their older
stuff and several instrumentals, and the
tempos varied from very fast songs like
“Popscene” to the more mellow ballads
like “To The End.” “The Universal,”
another ballad, was probably the

prettiest song they played. The two
horn players that they brought in added
a whole new dimension, and the
keyboardist was excellent. (Albarn plays
keyboards on studio recordings, but is
usually too busy singing during
concerts.)

Some of the biggest surprises of
the night came with what they left off
the set list. They played nothing from
Leisure except a b-side called “Inertia.”
While “Inertia” was a pleasant surprise,
they neglected “There’s No Other
Way,” which was surprising considering
that it’s one of their biggest American
hits.

The encore was pretty long,
consisting of about seven songs. The
first was an instrumental from Modern
Life is Rubbish called “Supa Shopa,”
which segued into “Stereotypes.” They
also played “Parklife,” which was when
the mosh pit reached its highest frenzy
of the night.

If you missed this show, shame on
you, They are leaving for Europe on
April 2nd.

A great big “thank you for all the
help" goes out to Dave Baldwin; without him,

I'd have been lost.

Various Artists D
Beneath the Icy Floe co nce r‘l. afes
By CarrieLaMay i i
Although Beneath the Icy Floe is %’:;li %;:I%?
labeled a sampler, it is a definite soundtrack
to everything that the California label Van AndlerArena The Palace
Projekt has to offer. Although gothic in its
entirety, it goes from dark ambient to almost pop-gothique is range. Agril 16 A[gril 23
In the realm of gothic music, this has everything you ever wanted. A Stone Temple Pilots Silvarchair
veritable alchemic compilation that makes you remember everything ]
you like about the winter. The songs “Lieberflusse” and “Love’s Wendler Arena The State Theater
Labour’s Lost” by Love Spirals Downwards have textural melodies
that drift towrads you like the color of the sea after a storm. The light April 17 April 25
melodies and airy sounds of “Von Stauffenberg” by Thanatos and Violent Femmes Marilyn Manson
“Drifting” by Lycia make you feel trance-like after listening. If you're Hill Auditorium Wendler Arena
looking for pop-goth (i.e. Cure or the Cocteau Twins) try “The Silent
Dance” by Human Drama or “Dreaming Among Stones™ by Eden.
Looking for a harder edge? Try “A’dam and Eva” by Attrition. " 5 F
This CD plunges its head through all six feet of hallowed 'g‘"fiﬂ‘“?“g Soul A‘,\ PQ? i IE
ground in an attempt to exhume the music’s own inherent beauty. SIS <O
Anyone who appreciates misty contrasts and silver-edged melodies State Theater
should definitely check this out and reap the benefits of bliss that 2
comes after a good listen, F)l
azer




The Cast*

281} A ——— i Wes Johnson

TONYicsumasmmamsmind VAt POBOYIE

AT convsssmsvasnierineossiumind Brian Goodwill DanCin y in the gym

Big Deal........ccornienmemsmmmsmrimnssnenss o Bailey

Babyi JoRn., .oussmssssrmmmsrensnsnytiioes Daniel DuPuis .

b5 AN S S B o= Matt Sunday By LavrieStewarf
SnoWhoy . mmnimsmiis B Shiniple

PHHIIE vt Kimberly Gauthier

s et e acy
Graziala . wivowssamisismimmsssmiasara Leski
Anybodys......ccoecenrernererieenenen BTN Robinson
INIERETER. . osoccoumsmind b s sie b i Sara Robinson
MAELIE.......ovrenricneeiessesinnnsemenbameessinsonsn LSS R STOTET
CIAHEE. .. i s e Karen Weissert

The Sharks

Bernardo........cccoveinivnninnnn. Allen VanHouzen

L e [0y e David Rench
1 0] (53 AT —————- Ruston Fritcher
PG ssviccsonssvmsioasvgiyupmaguasmmsnt Nate Kinney
POTD s srsssmmssssassonsury stossnesass sssostrann Matt Norko
INAI0 et eeresreeeseeeree e PAE Santala
TG rsnssraminenssninsamssesiornidiiineg Mike Scancella

ANXIOUS. cvv v verersererenrerennsecesy s 1NOE] Siyder
AN oveecsceeessessensensenseseenns o BTEENA Trombly
ROS2LIA, ccivivveensissronsssnensansnereneoSarah Maloniey Above: The Jets hang out on

M. cimmasssissimsiniai s danTAR Birs stage waiting for their direction.
Y L o m— || B 2 The cast this year is made up of
Margarita......... crinnennesnnre Sarah Maloney 18 females and 18 males. Photo
Estellai.....ommee vreenseennees LiCinda Olsen by lLaurie Stewart.
Sarita.............................................Fi"c}ni!_;'iskaPi]]B Righ'.- jum'ors Hearher
FTanCiSCE.....................................Kﬂsteﬂ Rench M‘WE”iuMS andB“tu
Teresita.....oveireevsenisiennseMelissa Schack Winston mix painfs fo decorafe

Dalla........cconvriciciveseiioninnnJennifer Spencer

the sef. Painting is what most
COnNSULI0. ..o evriniiisssiee oo s LaUTe Stewart g

peaple end up doing at set
D0 e ceereneeseesninennMike Gardner buildings.

L, Shrank...............:: ................... John Popovits
Officer Krupke...........ccov.riecne.... Erik Anderson

Above: The girlfriends of the gang leaders face each other off

while doing the Mambo in the gym scene. While there is no e ‘ :
verbal confrontation between Breena Trombly and Sara Leckj, Above: "The dancing is the hardest thing for me. I've never really danced, except

the tension can be felt. for country line dancing. It is very tiring repeating the same thing over and over again” said senior

Blazer *Cast subject fo change. Wes Johnson.



Below: Bill "The Wildman" Heath (FHS '63) reprimands the cast after pracfice for running around

Heah is the technical director for the drama department. His job consists of making sure all of the lights and
sound works properly. He also designs all of the sets to make the production a success. Boftom Corner:
Rehearsing the "dream sequence,” juniors Matt Popovits and Hannah Bira struggle through another run-
through. This is approximately the seventh fime they have praciiced this same scene.

without any shoes on. While the set is still under construction, there are many sharp objects on the stage. Mr.

Right: Rolling up your shirtsleeves and getting dirty is one of
the highlights of setbuilding, held every Saturday from 10 fo 6.
Most of the set is builf af this time. Pictured here are juniors
Erin Robinson and Lisa Storer. Among some of the
highlights of setbuilding are numeraus paint fights and a lot of
hard work. Below: "The musical is probably the most fun |
have ever had, but it can be very tiring. The hardest thing is
partnering with Matf [Popovifs] for one of the dances because
he is a foot faller than me," says Hannah Bira, o junior who is
playing Maria, the female lead. Hannah is pictured here
rehearsing lines with Mrs. Vaughan, the assstant director.
Photo by Laurie Stewart.

Below: West Side Story fells the story of two
rival gangs, the Jets and the Sharks. The Jefs
are a gang of hoodlums from the streets of
New York and the Sharks are all immigrants
from Puerto Rico. In the modern day Romeo
and Juliet love story, Maria, a Puerto Rican falls
in love with Tony, the ex-gang leader of the
Jets. Maria’s brother, the leader of the Sharks
forbids Maria from seeing Tony. In this picture
junior Breena Trombly (Anita) and sophomare
Allen VanHouzen (Bernardo) rehearse the
gym dance where Maria and Tony first meet
and fall in love. The dance turns ouf fo be a
competition between the gangs fo see who can
"Mambo" better. Photo by Laurie Stewart

All photos by
DaveCampbell
unless other wise
noted.
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Your "alternative"to the ordinary

Congratulations Rose Kovalcsik
'on being chosen Alternative Photography's
1998 Senior Representative

6211 W. Pierson Rd. Flushing 7132-0534



Quatt Lary

Special Orders - Imports

Hours
Mon. - Sat. 11-7
Sun. 12-5

(810) 733-1031
G-5204 Corunna Road
Flint, M1 48532

BOIS INSURANCE

Bob Bois

D
Greq Bois ?~1
o Aufo
e Home
o Life
o Health 5&"‘

659-7330 767-6450

Open Mon. thru Fri. - 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM

\\~\C’Yr

Super dtar Video
Go Raiders!

419 Flushing Rd. 659-8899

1456 East Pierson Rd., Flushing

+ 12 BIG SLICES
Choose 1 topping per section

« PRRERET
m&n Bread (8 Slices)

GET IT DELIVERELD!

Flushing High School Drama Department
presents

S 1ide

Weﬁst Story

A Music b 1
Flushing Drama Department Leonard Bernstein
Production

Lyrics by
Directed by Stephen Sondheim
Mr. Hamilton andMr. Degner Bodk by

Arthur Laurents

s g



12 W. Pierson Rd.
Flint, Ml 48505

B (310) 732-7556

of Linden & Pierson Rd.

Jumpstarts
Unlocks
Out of Gas
Long Distance
Towing
Secured Storage

Radio Dispatched

810)635-3434
1-800-860-3435

3175 Elms Rd. Swartz Creek, MI 48437
1 Mile North of Miller Rd.

Sefect your favorite
£1ass ring from an
almast endless variety
of styles and prices

Prices starting at

35

Veladium™

R. JOHNS, LTD:

INNCVATIVE S8TY|ES « VALJE PRICED

MASTER(JOJEWELERS

#dew

122 T MAIN STREET, FLUSHING, MI 48433
(810) 659-7773 = Fax (810) 659-5193

NORTHWOOD UNIVERSITY

Business ¢ Management ¢ Entrepreneurship
e Aits & Creativity ® Innovation

§ "Northwoodprofessorsare
what make Northwood great,
becausethey’ve’beenthereand
donethat.” Attheend ofeach
term, if we didn’tlearnfrom
ourclass, they’re gone.
Northwood makes sure we get
thebesteducation-andIdon’t

JeremyMorford
Junior
" Flushing

$5,000

* Freedom Scholarship
3.0 GPA and 25 ACT

* Free Enterprise Scholarship
2.7 GPA and 20 ACT

s Transfer Scholarship
2.7 GPA/Associate Degree

$4,000

$3.000

1996-1997 Tuttion $10,350

3225 Cook Road. Micilemel, Mi 48640
1-800-457-7878
e-mail info@northwood.edu
On-ine: hilp:/iwww.northwood.edu




All fired up

By HeatnerMelLeon

Whether he is on or off the track, Steve McKone is just
trying to have a little fun. He was voted senior class “Most
Spirited.” You are sure see Steve cheering in the stands at
almost every Varsity Football and Basketball game. He likes to
lead the chanting in the crowds at these games and get a little
crazy. One of his favorite things to do after a football game is
tailgating with his friends. They relax by playing football in
the parking lot, listening to music and grilling up some
hotdogs.

Steve is a busy guy. He is both an athlete and a leader.
He has run cross country and track for four years. He is
following in the footsteps of his older brother Matt. His
parents Charles and Janice and his other brother Dave are
also big supporters. He enjoys being a part of the team and
says he loves getting the teams motivated. The practices are
sometimes really hard with the members running for an hour
and a half to two hours. He thinks that the most difficult part
of being on a running team is training and getting in shape.
Steve runs the four hundred-meter dash and the mile relay for
the track and field team.

Other extracurricular activities Steve is active in are
Student Leadership Organization, Varsity Club and American
Field Service. He is president of AFS and thinks that is just a
way to learn about different nationalities and meet new
people.

Travel seems to be in Steve’s future plans. He doesn’t
know exactly what he wants to do, but he knows he wants to
live in the tropics. The trip he took to Belize with Mr. Hinds
and many of his friends last year opened him to new ideas.

“I"d like to pursue a field dealing with the tropical rain
forest or the coral reefs,” he says.

While in Belize, Steve went snorkeling and scuba

Left: Steve has

run cross counfry

and frack for all
four years of his high
school career. He was
the captain of ihis

year's cross couniry leam.
far Left: Steve and his
teammates John Welch,
Justin Cannon, Schaefer
Arnould, and Jeff Richards
y/  take a minute fo relox begore
/' their cross country race against
Fenton. All Phatos courtesy of Steve
McKone.

diving in the reefs. He was really impressed by all of the
different kinds of fish.

“Scuba diving was almost like flying underwater,” he
recalls. “I plan on living on an island in the Caribbean
someday.”

Steve loves the laid-back tropical atmosphere and thinks
it would be wonderful to own his own sailboat in the future.
He has a real “beachbum” attitude.

It is no surprise that Steve is a die hard Jimmy Buffet
fan. Steve likes Buffet because of his laid back style. He says
that he hopes to be more like him someday. He and his
friends went to the Buffet concert last year. To get good
seats, they got up at three in the morning to wait in line.
While waiting they got busted by the police for trespassing.
They still got the tickets.

In his spare time Steve likes to listen to Buffet and
Aerosmith and watch The Simpsons. He has an obsession
with The Simpsons, especially Homer Simpson. He and his
friends take quizzes on the cartoon on the internet and he
watches that show religiously everyday.

One of the most important parts of Steve’s life is his
friends. Steve is known by his friends as being fun-loving. He
says his policy is simply “be honest.”

“Steven is straightforward and blunt. When you do
something wrong, he’ll let you know,” says Heather Mordue.

Steve is going to attend Michigan State University next
year and he has been accepted into Lyman Briggs a residen-
tial science college there. He wants to major in biology. He
is looking forward to the freedoms of college. For now, he
just plans on enjoying the rest of senior year. He intends to
follow his personal philosophy.

“I'm always out to have a good time,” he reveals.
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This amount of [
weight is nothing
for Ken Faber,
who dead-fifted a
record breaking
535 lbs. He just |
didn't want fo
break o sweat for
his picture. Heck,
this is only 315, |
Photo by Ali Buell. |

OWER

8y JimDvorak

FEEL

en Faber broke the state record at
Bentley High School Saturday, March
15 by dead-lifting 535 pounds in the
1997 Michigan State High School Powerlifting Cham-
pionship.

Ken works out five or six days a week at Lehr’s
Gym. He found out from a friend Friday about the
competition, his first. The judge told Ken to make
sure he could do his first attempt, because he only
had two other attempts after that before he would be
disqualified. Ken admitted he was nervous at first be-
cause the rules are so exact, but once he got the hang
of it, he was more comfortable.

The first event was squats, and he was compet-
ing with 35 other men in his weight class. Ken was
down to his last attempt before putting up the weight.

The second event was benching. His first at-
tempt was 255 that he put up with ease. The second
attempt was 275 which he successfully got. On his
third attempt, Ken tried 300 and failed.

The last event was dead-lifting. In this event
the competitor raises the barbell to mid-thigh and re-
turns it to the floor. The rules require precise form and
control. The first attempt he easily pushed up 405.
The second attempt was 495 which was almost as easy.
The third attempt they announced for the breaking of
the old record. All eyes were on Ken. When he lifted
all 535 pounds, everyone cheered and the judge ad-
mitted that he could probably have lifted more.
(‘Spoftjﬁ On May 10 Ken will try to beat his own record
at Mt. Morris High School.

“I’1l continue my regular work-out regimen with
special attention to those three events,” said Ken. “I'd
also like to compete in body building when I'm 19.

Since I'd be at the end of the age group, I should do  Ken Faber getting ready fo demonstrate a mean 245 Ibs on the bench, which for him isn't foo much

April
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P) l’dZC‘. i pretty well.” irouble. Photo by Ali Buell.




Seven players on the Girls Varsity Soccer team will take their
combined 26 years of soccer experience to the field in a season that
looks to be very exciting. Returners include Sarah Smith, Julie
Linsenman, Alyssa Winkiel, Kirsten Vaughn, and Trisha Eavy
as four-year letter winners. Three-year letter holders include Jenny
Stanton and Jeanette Sutkowi. Senior Sarah Smith said, I feel like
we have a good chance to go far this year, although there will be some
tough competition, the toughest being Grand Blanc, who have won the
Big Nine for as many years as anyone can remember. Last year they
also won our district.” They also face Powers who won the state crown
in Class B last year. The other two schools Flushing has their eye on
are Carman-Ainsworth and Swartz Creek. Those teams also will be
fielding experienced players. The Raiders open April 7 at Saginaw
Heritage.

By Mark Kiemvepier

Flushing’s Varsity Baseball coach Mike Yeagley has high ex-
pectations for the team. Returning players are seniors Jeff Buis,
Jeremy Dake, Tony Harold, Matt Palacios, and Ryan Jones.
Last season Jones got injured and couldn’t play the rest of the
season, but he’s back and ready to play. Also returning are
juniors Mike Gates and Brandon Grice. Out of the seven pitch-
ers on the team, there are two starters: Jeremy Dake and Tony
Harold. Together Jason Roesner, Nick Ruppel, and Jeff Buis
make up the outfield. Mike Gates and Brandon Grice are going to
sce most of time behind the plate catching. Coach Yeagley also
has a couple of “Ryans” with great potential, Ryan Long and
Ryan Sack, both juniors. The team’s first game is against Mid-
land Dow at home on April 9. By RosBirz

The Varsity Softhall team, coached by Mr. King, will have a
lot of talent returning to the field. The team is led by senior
Captains Paula Diehl and Tiffany Martin, as well as Melissa
Lee, Heidi Yeagley, juniors Sarah Bedford, Beci Pierce, and
Kelly Kashmerick. Other returning varsity letter winners in-
clude seniors Julie Rice, Kathy Rust, Justyn Kyle, Mandy Staley,
Amy Hurrell, Trisha Brewington, juniors Julie Babcock, and
Heather White. Coach Ron King believes that this team will
have a strong year because of all the talent that is returning. The
girls start the season off at home against Flint Central on April

10. By JerrDeCalre

The Girls Varsity Golf tcam is set to tee off Tuesday. With
returning seniors Captain Kari Prochazka, Captain Lindsye
Cawthray, Lisa Cole, and Laura Martz, Coach Paul Martin
says, “Top to bottom, this is probably as strong as we’ve ever
had.” Martin also added, “We have good basic abilities with no
hackers.” He claims the team won’t be ready April 9, “but come
May 9 we will be tough.” This is primarily because the team
doesn’t have the top six spots filled. Only the top four spots are
set for now.

Clio will again be a big roadblock for the Raiders. With
second- place finishes in state competition the last two years,
Clio has a great chance to win the state crown this year. Powers,
who won the Class B championship two years ago and finished
second last year, will also be loaded with talent. Other top Big
Nine teams will be Flushing, Swartz Creek, and Grand Blanc.

Martin predicted that “‘Flushing could finish anywhere from the
middle to who knows where.” Flushing has finished in third place the
last three years in the Big Nine and placed sixth in the state last year.
Flushing will be strong again this year, as history has shown, They have
finished in the top ten in state the last five years. By Mark KLeiNebLER

bekey Sross Country Tuck & Field Baselall Soceer
etlall Tennis Volleylall Foottall Gol{ Wrestling Hockey

This year’s Girls Track team has a lot to live up to, as they
have won the Big Nine the last two years in a row. With many
key contributors returning, this year’s team should be no differ-
ent. Seniors Brooke Vizena, Megan Swenson, Heather Mordue,
Andrea Bernardini, junior Jenny Gutscher, and sophomore Sara
Lecki will all do their part to help make the girls track team the
annual powerhouse that it is. “We will contend for the [Big Nine]
championship again,” says Coach Stan Holmes. The Raiders’
main competition will come from Grand Blanc, Powers, and Swartz
Creek. The team started the season at the rescheduled SVSU
indoor meet. The Raiders travel to Holly on April 10.

By GranTINELsesTuEN

The Boys Track team began its season at the Shamrock
Invitational at Siena Heights College. Junior Chris Ryan has
already shown that he will be a force to reckon with in the Big
Nine, as heran a 4:34 mile and a 53.8 quarter mile in the first meet,
The team placed a respectable tenth out of 24 teams.

Seniors Captain Ed Guzak, Captain Mike Lintz, Ed Byrski,
as well as juniors Tom Whitmire and Adam Schultz will all help
the sprint events. Junior Chris Ryan, sophomore Mike Bentley,
and junior Seott Vlahon will front the distance events. Seniors
Captain Ryan Skene and Erik Potzmann will score some points
in the shot put and discus. Senior Justin Cannon and junior
Matt Foltz will be very competitve in the hurdles and high jump.

Coach George Hackney predicts that the team will finish very
high in the Big Nine, with a possibility of winning it. Kearsley, Davison,
and Carman-Ainsworth will be the Raiders’ main competition.
The team competed at the SVSU indoor meet on March 21. The
Blue Devil Relays, held at Lake Fenton on April 12, is the team’s
next meet.

By GrantNeLsesTuen

Boys Tennis is just around the corner and with a full healthy
team, Mr. Nelson expects to make it a full sweep, with all his
teams making it to the state championships. So far, girls tenms
and both girls and boys ski teams have made it. Now it’s up to
the boys tennis team to complete the sweep. The top players
returning are four singles senior Sami Banat, one doubles se-
nior Mitch Wend and junior Ian Thomas, and seniors Ken
Middaugh and Jeff Duncan. Senior Matt Christopher will be
missed. Other contributors will be seniors Alberto DeStavola,
Willie Ibacheche, and sophomore Chad Wend.

Mr. Nelson says, “the team is going to need some of their young
players to step up and win some close matches.” Captain Mitch
Wend adds, “We have to focus, concentrate and get the job
done.”

The team is sure to face stiff competition from Carman-
Ainsworth, Powers, and Grand Blanc. Says Sami Banat, “our
goal for the season is to place tops in the Big Nine.”

By SamiBanar
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Bofttweiler’s Montrequx

Attitude has a lot to do with success

By ErikPorzmann

I would like to modify an old saying just a little bit. The saying “attitude
is everything” is just about a perfect saying, but it is not so apt for the world of
sports. The saying should be modified to “attitude is almost everything, but you
need hard work and talent too.”

Not too long ago, I happened to overhear a conversation between two
people about high school basketball. In this conversation a person from one high
school around here bragged that his high school was still in the playoffs for their
class. He said, “well, at least some schools are still in the playoffs.” To this, a
player from a different class replied “well, some teams don’t care if their teams
are still in they playoffs.” Now, I cannot speak for anyone else, but I surely hope
that this person is just kidding. If he isnot, I can definitely say attitude played
amajor factor in his team’s downfall. Attitude meansa lot.

[f you'd like to see an example of a good attitude and team thinking, look
at Minnesota. [t is there where you will find a pair of forwards playing for the
NBA’s Timberwolves. Vin Baker and Glenn Robinson, are arguably the best pair
of forwards in the league. These two have the highest average of any two
forwards on any team except Michael Jordan and Scottie Pippen. Each one
compliments the other so well, that the two have decided they play better when
they share the load equally. These guys make sure each one gives the other guy

achance. Ifone play is called for one ofthe two, that one will make sure the
next is called for the other. Although these two carry the brunt of the
burden, they realize the importance of the other three players. The team is
not just Vin and Glenn, but five players playing a team game.

If you would like to see an example of what not to become, look no
further than local favorite University of Michigan. U of M has the most
pure talent assembled on one team since the beginning of time, but they
continue to disappoint. Each of these highly recruited athletes could do
just fine on a team all by himself, but when assembled together on a single
team, you get a very bad attitude. These guys may get along, but each one
thinks that he is there to win the game for the team. Ifeach person is trying
to win it, you destroy any kind of team attitude. This team also has a
“better than you” attitude. Until this team checks their attitude, it will fail
each year to reach any sort of good season, let alone win a championship.

If anyone can show me a team that can function without a team
attitude and win, I will show you a team with less talent and a team attitude
that will beat that team. No matter what sport you are in, you need a good
team attitude. Even if you're on the track or wrestling team, where the
events are scored individually, you still need a team attitude to win.

Slok’s Side

Tigers just can’t hack it any more

8Y RvanStocum

The smell of spring is in the air and we know what that means. Major
League Baseball is underway. The sold out crowd at the new stadium, the great
new prospects, and the good food. Oops! That’s Cleveland; we're in Detroit.
Our stadium is boring, 80 years old, and not quite sold-out. There are a few good-
looking prospects. The Tigers just don’t seem fierce this year. Yes, they have a
few good hitters and a few new pitchers, but the team is almost identical to last
year’s team, and if history repeats itself it will mean last place.

The worst problems the Tigers have is the problem they’ve had for years.
Their pitching stinks. The starting rotation will be Felipe Lira, Omar Olivares,
Justin Thomson, Willie Blair and Doug Brocail. Who? I've never heard of these
guys. It sounds like these guys are leftover replacement players from the 1994
season. Their front office has stated that this year’s pitching staff is much
improved from last year's. Filipe Lira and Omar Olivares are supposed to bethe
two leaders of the staff, but in spring training they showed very little improve-
ment from last year. If anything did improve from last year, it was the relief
pitching area.

The Tigers picked up Dan Miceli and Todd Gomez, who combined
for 53 saves over the last two years. Maybe this year Detroit can hang on
to a few of their late game leads.

Another problem the Tigers have is they don't know who's going to
play what position. When Trammel, Whitiker and Sierra left the team they
also left some big holes. Orlando Miller (who came from Houston) will
play shortstop, but after that it’s up in the air. Buddy Bell as no idea who
will play second base or outfield, so expect a lot of different lineups.

Yes, the Tigers do have problems, but if some of these no-names pull
through and their bigger names keep playing well, the Tigers could surprise
some people. Don’t jump to conclusions; they will come in last place, but
they could win more games than people think. So, if you really like base-
ball, Tiger Stadium probably isn’tthe best place to go, but all bad teams do
get better. Don't waste your money this year, but take a trip down to the
new stadium in a few years and the Tigers might be a whole lot better and
the game might be a lot more fun.

Eligibility changes

BY Tony Parsy

It appears that the “Dumb Jock™ rap is just not true at Flushing High
School. Due to the fact that the average Grade Point Average of our athletes is
higher than the entire student body’s cumulative GPA, the decision has been made
not to raise the academic eligibility standards for athletes for next year.

Over the past two years, athletes have been consistently able to maintain a
GPA that is between .1 -.15 higher than that of the rest of the student body,
according to data provided by the Athletic Office.

“I believe that the academic standards are adequate as of

6}30 I,tr% tr;%ht now," said Dennis Noe, Flushing High School Athletic Direc-
A P ril Flushing’s standards currently meet the state minimum that
students must have passed four classes the previous semester and
be passing four classes in the current semester. The proposed
standards were much tougher than the current standards, especially
for juniors and seniors, who would have to be passing all of their

classes.
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scrapped for now

Due to the fact that the standards were not passed, the question
arises of whether the standards were not passed to help our teams.

“Yeah, I definitely know people on my teams who would be ineli-
gible for next fall if the new standards would have been passed,” said junior
football and basketball player Jim Comer, when asked if he thought the
new standards would have hurt our teams.

The new standards were proposed by the Athletic Control Board, ’
which consists of coaches and administrators, in October of 1996. After
two meetings in January, the decision was made to drop the proposal.

Although the athletes’ GPAs are very good, that does not mean that
they are all doing fine in all their classes. Mr. Noe would like to see a study
hall, not just for the struggling athletes, but for all students that are having
trouble in school.

Even though the proposed changes were shot down this year, this is
probably not the last time we will see them. “There is a definite chance that
these changes will be proposed again in the next few years” Noe said.
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